Lipofundin-induced intracranial pressure rise after severe traumatic brain injury--a case report.
Early nutrition is a recognized component of neurosurgical intensive care treatment. The authors present the case of a patient suffering from severe traumatic brain injury who responded with reproducible intracranial pressure (ICP) crisis to infusion of Lipofundin, a fatty soybean oil-based emulsion for parenteral nutrition. During the described ICP rise, the patient remained hemodynamically stable, therefore an anaphylactic reaction seems to be unlikely. An increase of brain tissue oxygenation parallel to the ICP rise in this case is suggestive for increased cerebral blood flow as a cause of ICP elevation after application of Lipofundin. Without multimodal monitoring and data storage, the described side effect of Lipofundin in our patient would have been difficult to identify.